Phelps Creek Vineyards

2007 Pinot Noir, “Becky’s Cuvee”, Columbia Gorge

Excellent

Full aromas of campfire smoke-enveloped plum and blackberry fruit imply a dark and weighty wine, yet once in the mouth the bright and fresh red cherry fruit is a pleasant surprise..  Richly textured and nicely layered, notes of cranberry tartness are tempered by a smooth sense of vanilla and cola around the edges.  The fruit-sweet flavors are well balanced by furry tannins that only seem to push the fruit forward, while undertones of graham and cinnamon provide a spicy accent.  The finish is long, clear and fruity.  While easily enjoyed now, it would benefit from 2-3 years of additional cellaring. (900 cases made.)
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